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For Raritan Headwaters, 2023 was a year to prepare for
organizational changes that would secure our role as a
leader in safeguarding New Jersey’s clean water.

Letter from the Executive Director

Our natural resources continue to be impacted by intense storms, invasive species,
poorly planned development, and emerging contaminants that threaten the health
of surface and ground water. RHA's response has been to enhance our expertise
and bring fresh energy and a renewed focus on growing programs and projects to
counter these threats.

Over the year, we fostered deep appreciation for the natural world through
environmental education programs for over 6,000 youths. We reduced pollution
and microplastics by organizing volunteers to remove 15 tons of trash from 50
sites along the North and South Branches, and their tributaries. We trained new
citizen scientists to collect and analyze vital water quality data to inform our
conservation practices and public outreach. We achieved stronger protections
for local waterways through collaboration and advocacy aimed at state and local
policymaking. We restored and improved critical wildlife habitats with partners and
preserved key watershed lands.

Today, we are building on our conservation legacy by increasing program
participation, embracing innovation, and forging relationships as the go-to partner
on new initiatives.

Our ambitious agenda features new stream restoration projects, including five dam
removals along the South Branch that will enhance fish passage, water quality, and
recreation. We are watchdogging the cleanup of contaminated sites and bolstering
our well testing program to address residents’ concerns about the safety of their
drinking water. We have expanded our work on developing watershed management
plans that prioritize conservation and stormwater control, while laying the
groundwork for “Wild and Scenic” designation for key rivers. And thisis only @
fraction of what we hope to accomplish going forward!

Every day, | aminspired by the individual and collective actions of our exceptional
staff, board, dedicated volunteers, and generous supporters — standing by us to
ensure clean, safe water for all. Your unwavering support sustains us and fuels our
commitment to careful stewardship of our rivers, wildlife, drinking water and the
quality of life we treasure in our beautiful watershed.

Onward!

Mara Tippett,
Executive Director




Our vision is that everyone within our reach has
access to safe, clean water that is swimmable, fishable,
and above all, drinkable.

A Leadership Transition

Cindy Ehrenclou, who had served as RHA’s executive director for 17 years

and a member of the staff for three decades, stepped down on December 31, 2023.
Mara Tippett, a senior member of the RHA staff since 2016 took the helm on
January 1, 2024.

A thoughtful, deliberate process took place over a year, led by Board President, Dallas Hetherington and a committee
of trustees whose goal was a smooth leadership transition that ensured long-term stability. Cindy was a respected
conservation advocate that had guided RHA through pivotal

moments including the 2011 merger of the South Branch

and Upper Raritan Watershed Associations. She has remained

to serve as Senior Development Director, spearheading

fundraising efforts to help us reach our goals.

Mara served as a watershed scientist responsible for

managing and growing the Well Testing Program and more

recently leading RHA’s Land Preservation work. She holds

a master’s degree in environmental science and policy

from Johns Hopkins University. Mara is a leader within

New Jersey’s conservation community and well respected

by our board and staff. RHA is in good hands! Mara Tippett, Cindy Ehrenclou and Dalla: Hetherington
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2023 Well Test Results

RHA conducted 6,000 well tests across 35 municipalities.

Working closely with a state-certified lab we offered a menu of
available well tests guided by the NJ Private Well Testing Act. Results
are compared against federal and state exposure limits. While keeping
results confidential, we are a valuable community resource for private
residents concerned about the health of their drinking water.

Reagcting to the EPA’s finalization of a more stringent national drinking
water regulation for PFAS, we expanded our test offerings. PFAS,
nicknamed “forever chemicals” can cause serious health risks because
they don't break down in the body or environment. Used extensively in
consumer products like Teflon and Gore-Tex, the US began to phase out
production and use in 2002. However, new types of PFAS continue to be
created by the chemical industry. Rising concerns about PFAS in water
supplies, coupled with RHA's 2023 detection rate of 6590, make testing
critical for private well owners.

Well Test Program Manager Samantha LaRocca coordinates Community
Well Test events hosted in partnership with municipalities and offers
testing year-round through the Flemington and Bedminster offices.
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2023 Watershed Report Card

The Upper Raritan River watershed is known for its
scenic wooded hills, rolling farmland and historic
villages. But picture-perfect settings don’t guarantee
pristine water in our rivers and streams.

Our waterways are impacted by contamination from many sources,
including fertilizers and pesticides, road salt, failing

septic systems, animal waste, and dangerous chemicals from leaking
underground tanks and toxic industrial sites. In addition, decades of
development have reduced forested stream buffers that help keep streams
cool and slow stormwater runoff. For these reasons, our region’s waterways
received an overall grade of C on our annual “Watershed Report Card”.

Raritan Headwaters health scale
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‘At RHA, we believe that empowering young people with
the knowledge and skills to address climate change and
other environmental threats is the only way to ensure

a sustainable future

Generous grants from the Royal Bank of Canada and American Water Charitable
Foundation funded our exciting new Environmental Leaders Academy. This yearlong
program pravides high school students of diverse backgrounds and socio-economic
statuses with a full scholarship to explore future study and careers in the
environmental field.

Through experiential learning, students participate in hands-on activities, learn from
environmental experts and examine topics related to climate change, environmental
justice, biodiversity, sustainability, resource protection, and more. This new initiative
includes a 5-day overnight summer camp on the Pingry School campus in Pottersville,
a12-month one-on-one mentoring relationship, and a day long planned group activity
scheduled 4 times throughout the year.

Land Preservation — Protecting our Rivers

Led by Raritan Headwaters, 16 acres along the South Branch were permanently preserved by
nonprofit conservation partners, as well as local, county, and state governments.

RHA, New Jersey Conservation Foundation and Hunterdon Land Trust acquired 12 acres in Readington Township and 4 in
Raritan Township - utilizing NJ state Green Acres funding, matched by Hunterdon County Open Space Trust funds. In addition,
Readington and Raritan townships contributed their municipal open space funds.

Sole ownership was transferred to Readington Township with the ultimate goal to merge the preserved land with the

South Branch Wildlife Management Area. This important effort contributes to the overall health of the South Branch and plays
a pivotal role in the river ecosystem, nurturing species like bald eagles, ospreys, waterfowl, wading birds, songbirds, and vital
fisheries resources.

Watershed Planning

Funded by a NJDEP grant and led by RHA'’s Dr. Kristi MacDonald and Tracy Gordon, we worked
over two years with our partners, Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water Resources Program and
Mount Olive Township to develop a “Budd Lake Watershed Restoration and Protection Plan”.

Budd Lake is New Jersey’s largest naturally-formed lake at the headwaters of the South Branch. In the mid-1800’s the lake
became a favorite summertime playground but taday, its water quality is degraded by pollutants washed into the lake by
stormwater runoff.

Last winter the NJDEP approved the final plan that will serve as a blueprint to improve conditions in the lake, making it less
prone to Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) and a much cleaner place for fishing, boating and swimming.

Our success at Budd Lake opened the door to more watershed planning in the Highlands region of our watershed. The NJ
Highlands Council is funding a grant for Rutgers and RHA to partner in the preparation of management plans that identify
strategies for stormwater management including green infrastructure projects such as rain gardens and bioswales.



Happenings in our Watershed
= IWSIH

Shedfest Music Festival - Food trucks, kid’s activities, great Over 1,100 volunteers removed 15 tons of trash from 50
bands and lots of fun! stream sites at our 2023 Annual Stream Cleanup.

This year we partnered with 27 sehoels. Our education team We participated in the “Milkweed for Monarchs” project,
worked in classrooms and welcomed hundreds of students to planted hundreds of milkweed plants on Fairview Farm and
Fairview Farm for outdoor lessons in nature. now our preserve is certified as a Monarch Waystation.

Kestrel banding — Our Kestrel Nest Box program is taking off! Raobert Lucas, Stream Restoration Coordinator is digging
Supporting recovery of this threatened falcon encourages in to meet our grant-funded goal to plant 10,000 trees
landowners to protect wildlife and water supplies by using along the banks of the North and South Branches.
fewer chemicals on the land.



Our Volunteers Make a Difference

The reality is - we could not accomplish all we do without support received from the
hundreds of volunteers that pitch in to support each of our conservation programs.

2023 Annual Volunteer Award Recipients

Ted Lurker - Suki Dewey Volunteer of the Year for his tireless work to support our
science and stewardship projects.

Ron Bubnowski and Bernardsville Troop 150 - Stewardship Excellence Award for
multiple projects to enhance the visitor experience on Fairview Farm.

Henry Bayard and Wendy Utberg - Waterkeeper Award for their valuable assistance
in supporting a range of stream monitoring programs.

Marilynn Schneider - Community Champion Award for her willingness to pitch in
wherever needed, organization-wide.

Lilah Friedman, Bernardsville High School - Sustainable Future Award for her
dedication to our education programs

Ben Donaghy and the Structure Learning Experience Group, Ridge High School - '
: : : : : : Ted Lurker, Volunteer of the Year working on
Seeds of Change Award for their help with projects like assembling well test kits. R G T B

Fiscal Year January 1, 2023 — December 31, 2023

Raritan Headwaters Association is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) conservation organization that operates on the
calendar year, January 1 and ends on December 31. Our accounts are audited on an annual basis by the
accounting firm of James M. Wood, CPA. Presented are two graphs depicting the Functional Expenses and
Support Revenue of the Association for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2023.
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The John and Margaret Post Fdn
The Kean Foundation

The Koven Foundation

LAiglon Foundation

The Large Foundation

The Leavens Foundation

Loughlin Family Foundation
Mendham Alliance for Preservation
The Merck Foundation

The Merrill G. & Emita E. Hastings Fdn
The Nature Conservancy

Network for Good

Ocean Reef Community Foundation
Princeton Area Community Foundation
PSEG Foundation

Richard & Ann Prouty Foundation
River Branch Foundation

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Sumner Family Foundation
Sussman Family Foundation
Swantz Family Foundation

The Tyler Foundation

Union Foundation

Victoria Foundation, Inc.

Walton Family Foundation

Welsh Family Foundation, Inc.

The Windham Foundation

ORGANIZATION & BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
AEA Coatings

Aegis Building Systems, Inc.
American Rivers

Applied Geoecology, LLC

Banisch Associates, Inc.

Basil Bandwagon Natural Market
Bayshare Recycling Corp

Bex Eatery & Catering

Black River Fish & Game Club
Brent Material Company
Bristol-Myers Squibb

Califon Animal Hospital Inc.
Chicago Clearing Corporation
Davey Resource Group, Inc.

The Doggett Corporation

Dr. Jason Frigerio

Edward Matthew 0'Brien, Architect
Ernst & Young US. LLP

Flemington Auto Body

Flemington Chiropractic Center
Gladstone Tavern
Greenman-Pedersen, Inc.

Grotto Engineering Associates
Halmar International

Hans Clothier

Hibernate Bedding LLC

Investors Bank

J. G. Petrucci Company, Inc.

John DiMilig, Inc.

Johnson & Johnson

Law Offices of Jenna Casper Bloom
Lord, Abbot & Co. LLC

M & E Engineers, Inc.

Melillo Equities, LLC
Musconetcong Mauntain Conservancy
Neshanic Garden Club

Newroads Financial Group

NJ League of Conservation Voters
No Bar at Backers

0xfordSM, Inc.
Peapack-Gladstone Bank

The Pingry School

PK Environmental

Plasma Powders & Systems
Prestige Environmental, Inc.
Princetonian Graphics, Inc.
Ramsey Qutdoor

Raritan Associates

Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc.
Rider Education of New Jersey
Rippled Waters Engineering LLC
Royal Bank of Canada

Sanofi US Services Inc.
Somerset Grain & Feed

Stifel Nicolaus & Company, Inc
Thomas F. DiBianca, Esg.

Trout Scapes River Restoration
Turpin Real Estate

Van Doren Qil Co.

Vollers Excavating & Construction
Wakefern Food/ShopRite Stores
Well Manager, LLC.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARTNERS
Bedminster Township

Borough of Bernardsville

Branchburg Township

Bridgewater Township

Califon Borough

Clinton Township Environmental Commission
County of Hunterdon

Far Hills Borough

Glen Gardner Borough

High Bridge Borough

Kingwood Township

Mendham Borough

Mendham Township

Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority
Peapack & Gladstone Borough

Raritan Township

Raritan Township Municipal Utilities Authority
Readington Township

Roxbury Township

Somerset County

Union Township

Washington Township

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Kristin Alexandre
Candace Ashmun
Phyllis Bagchi
Michael Beauchamp
John Belle

Edward English
Sherry Frawley

Burt Greene

Jerry Greene

Selma Greene

Adam Irving Jr.
Moira Olszak

William Richardson
Anne Winston

GIFTS IN KIND

Penelope Ayers

Gavin Beyers

Burnt Mills Cider Company
Chester Meat Market
Clucas Farms

Forest Glenn Arborists
Robert Frawley

Amy Greene

Hamilton Farm Golf Club
Dallas Hetherington
Huston Lumber and Supply Company
Ted Lurker

Sinead Malone

Beth and Dennis McConnell
Metropolitian Seafood
Chris Neff

Ramsey Outdoor

Rollin’ Fast Cycle Sports
Nick Romanenko

Lawnie Shae

Sarah and John Soden
South Branch Qutfitters
Sunken Silo Brew Works
The Gravity Vault

Judy and Andrew Tucker
Jilland John Turpin
Wegmans

L)
S
(=3
<
S
2
g
3
5
g
>
o /
X
S
2
o
S




. Non-Profit
Raritan US Postage

Headwaters PAID
Permit No. 258
Chester, NJ 07930
P.0. Box 273

Gladstone, NJ 07934

RED,
vd. I;'&

°
: U@ ;

2 2

P <. A S
N o
0, Np TRV
"arion cot

Raritan Headwaters Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, conservation organization

Clean, Safe Water for AIF

For more than 65 years, donor support has provided RHA with the funding
necessary to protect clean water through advocacy, land preservation,
stewardship, and our award-winning science and education programs.

Help us secure a healthy future by making a gift today.
www.raritanheadwaters.org/donate
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Fairview Farm, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster | South Branch Office - 5 Darts Mill Road, Flemington
www.raritanheadwaters.org | 908-234-1852



